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Robert Hekemian 


The year 1983 marks the 65th anni- 
versary of the Armenian,Missionary As- 
sociation of America. Those who are 
familiar with the history of the Associa- 
tion know that this unique Armenian 
organization has come a long way since 
the clergy and lay leadership of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Churches con- 
vened in Worcester, Massachusetts and 
voted its establishment in 1918. 

The founding fathers of the AMAA 
never imagined that the Association 


“The founding fathers of the 
AMAA never imagined that the 
Association they established 
would expand into a world- 
wide outreach.” 


they established would expand into a 


worldwide outreach with over 40 dif- 
ferent social, educational, relief and 
evangelistic services rendered to the Ar- 
menian conmunities of 13 countries 
around the world. In establishing the 
AMAA, the founding fathers simply en- 
visidned the creation of an organization 
that would (1) give expression and 


OF THE FUTURE 


strength to the missionary spirit of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in the 
United States, and (2) serve the spiritual, 
physical, social and educational needs 
of their Armenian brethren overseas. 

In 1918, the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches were small in number and 
limited in their resources. 

It was during this time and under 
these circumstances the AMAA was 
founded. Its*purpose? To alleviate the 
suffering of fellow Armenians and to 
strengthen their Christian faith. 

As the AMAA has grown from its 
humble beginnings, the Association has 
become a dynamic organization which 
serves the needs of thousands of under- 
privileged men, women and children of 
numerous denominations throughout 
the world. 

The AMAA is also instrumental in 
making the public aware of the many 
needs of their fellowmen and strength- 
ening the sense of interdependence as a 
people. 

At this juncture in AMAA’s History, 
we are reminded of and also thankful to 
our devoted members and friends who 
have unselfishly given of their time, 
talents and financial resources thereby 
creating an organization of which we are 
all truly proud. You, the public, have 
been responsible for AMAA’s progress 
and its ability to serve. 


“| .it is important not to dwell 


on our past laurels but to look 
ahead. . .The future of the or- 
ganization . . . will depend 
upon us - the new genera- 
tion.” 


NG WAY: WE FACE THE CHALLENGE 


By Robert Hekemian 


In 65 years a great deal has been ac- 
complished. However, it is important 
not to dwell on our past laurels but to 
look ahead, fully recognizing the many 
changing needs, and to structure our- 
selves to address these needs adequate- 
ly. The future of the organization, so 
carefully nurtured and_ strengthened 
since its founding, is now our challenge. 
The growth, as well as the service the 
AMAA will render in the ensuing years, 
will depend upon us — the new genera- 
tion. 

AMAA’s financial resources, talent 
and goals have never been stronger. It is 
with these strengths that we have en- 
thusiastically entered the decade of the 
80s in the hope of continuing our as- 
sistance to the Armenian communities 
throughout the world. 

On this occasion of the 65th Anniver- 
sary of our esteemed Association, I look 
forward to the continued support and 
financial assistance of all Armenians in 
the never-ending endeavor to make the 
present less painful and the future a little 
brighter for the less fortunate. 


STOP PRESS 
Our Press Release on the 
visit of the AMAA Delega- 
tion to Beirut may have ap- 
peared in the Armenian 


Newspapers. Regretfully, due 


to last minute developments 
it was found that the Delega- 
tion would not be able to 
perform productively and 
postponed the visit to about 
October 20th. 


Hackensack Medical Center and President of the First Real 


Editor’s Note: 


ROBERT HEKEMIAN is the East Coast Vice President of 
the AMAA. He has previously served the Association in 
various capacities including several terms as Board member, 
as Treasurer of the Association and active member on nu- 
merous committees such as the Managers of Endowment 


Estate Investment Trust of N.J., Robert’s leadership in the 
community is clearly and significantly felt. 

A graduate of the University of Vermont, he is a partner 
in Hekemian & Co., Inc. and other affiliate companies 
engaged in real estate, brokerage, insurance and in the in- 
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ARMENIAN EVANGELICALS SAY THANK-YOU 
TO THEIR RETIRED MINISTERS 


The saying, “In everything there is a 
first” has been validated for Armenian 
Evangelicals of these days. As a first 
time in the history of the Armenian 
Evangelical Movement, a Recognition 
Banquet was slated for Saturday, May 
14 to honor en masse 21 retired minis- 
ters who have served the Armenian 
Evangelical Protestants for a period of at 
least a half a century. The idea of the 
group recognition emanated from a 
Suggestion by a layman in Toronto who, 
inspired by the guidance and inspiration 
he had received from his former pastor, 
wanted the evangelical bodies to extend 
Some recognition to the aged, retired 
servants of God. After the Board mem- 

ers of the Armenian Evangelical Union 
of North America and the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America, Inc. 
had studied the matter, a joint commit- 
tee of the AMAA and AEUNA was es- 
tablished to plan for the recognition of 
the retired ministers and their wives as 
Well as the widows of deceased minis- 
ters to say “thank you” to them. 

Armenian Evangelicalism began with 
the first church being established in Is- 
tanbul in 1846 with 41 members. In less 
than a half a century, evangelical truths 
Spread all over Minor Armenia like a 
forest fire. Elementary schools, schools 
for girls for the first time among Arme- 


nians, high schools, colleges, theological 
seminaries mushroomed all over our 
beloved Giligia. 

The elementary and primary schools 
at one time numbered 500 and a lay 
and Sunday School student body of 
over 50,000. By 1895 there were eight 
high schools for girls, two colleges and 
two collegiate institutes. Why? Because 
evangelicals were convinced as a result 
of the impact of the Scriptures, that 
mothers, who are the best influence on 
children, should be educated to perform 
that task well. There were, further, eight 
colleges, five seminaries and forty-four 
high schools with boarding departments 
spread over Cilician Armenia, whose 
population was variously estimated at 
1-1/2 to 2-1/2 million. 

There was opposition, of course, and 
ridicule of the reformed religion, but it 
was not too long before the movement 
was accepted as part of Armenian life 
because of the distinctive good product 
that the churches and the schools pro- 
duced. 

The Armenian Evangelical Movement 
made at least ten positive and valuable 
contributions to Armenian life. These 
may be enumerated as follows: First, 
the concept of the spirit of religious 
toleration was eventually accepted. The 
time came when bishops condescended 


Fhe Gnspirational (Corner 


By G. H. Chopourian 


to preach from Armenian Evangelical 
pulpits, when invited, and permitted 
Evangelical pastors to return the compli- 
ment. Second, “the religious, educa- 
tional and social life of the Armenian 
nation was leavened by the influence of 
this spiritual movement.” Third, the 
Evangelicals, with the assistance of the 
missionaries, created an enviable sys- 
tem of education from kindergarten to 
college from which, gradually, large 
numbers of Armenian Apostolic chil- 
dren benefited, with the additional 
benefit of creating Armenian Apostolic 
competition. The fourth major contribu- 
tion was the translation as well as the 
popularization of the Bible, which 
achievement, Orchanian concedes, also 
helped purify the spoken language. Fifth, 
the Evangelicals influenced the introduc- 
tion of a Sunday School system into the 
Apostolic Church. Sixth, the Evangeli- 
cals managed to keep church and poli- 
tics separate and were able to have a 
place in the church for men and women 
of all political views—thus mediating 
against divisiveness, a condition which 
is praised by the Armenian Apostolics 
who are plagued with serious divisive 
conflicts. A seventh important contribu- 
tion was the influence of the Evangelicals 
to keep the Apostolic community open 
to reform or to lead to a Roman Catholic 

(Continued on page 4) 
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BLESSED IS THE CHILD 


. .who has someone who believes i 
hopes for him; 

. .who has someone to 
unafraid; 

. .whose home is a haven of hap 
book of knowledge and is priv 
one by one; 

. .who is allowed to pur 


n him and has high 


whom he can carry his problems 


piness; for whom life is a 
ileged to turn the pages 


sue his curiosity into every worth- 


_ .whose inn 


nels of creative effort; 
_, , .whose efforts to ac 


and kindly c 
from selfishness t 


with others; 


ate imagination has been turned into chan- 


hieve have found encouragement 


ommendation; who has learned freedom 


hrough responsibility and cooperation 


who discovers that all life is a process of education and 
that each graduation is but a commencement into a 


higher grade; 
BLESSED IS THAT HOME, OR COMMUNITY, OR 


Fund, the Scholarship, the Executive and others. 

Robert Hekemian is a staunch supporter of missionary 
and educational projects of the AMAA and his church. He is 
an active member of the community. As an executive mem- 
ber of the Boy Scouts of America - Bergen Council, Trustee 
of the Saddle River School, Director of Commercial Trust 


Company of N.J., member of the Board of Governors of: 


vestment and development of real estate. 

Robert lives in Tenafly, N.J. with his wife Mary Jane and 
their four children: Robert, Jr.; Lisa; Bryan and David. The 
Hekemians, members of the Armenian Presbyterian Church 
of Paramus, were a positive force in the relocation of the 
church out of West New York to the present location in 
Paramus where it is prospering. 


while field of information; 
. .who has someone who understands that childhood’s 


griefs are real and call for understanding and soap 
. . .who is led gently by the hand along the pathway ¥ 
by one who is a guide, companion, and nee er eas 
_---whose love of the true, the beautiful and the go° 


been nourished through the years; 


NATION 
ich sees in the child the hope of the future and dedi- 


realization of that hope. 


From News Bulletin of the Ararat 
nfrmenian Congregational Church 


(Continued from page 3) 


type of counter-reformation. The late 
A.A. Bedikian, believing this influence 
to have brought the Armenian Apostolic 
Church closer to the Evangelicals, wrote 
that the same “Evangelicalism that the 
Mother Church could not contain or 
tolerate over a century ago, is not onl 
tolerated but cultivated and chet 4 
cherished at 
the present time.” An eighth influence, 
though touched upon lightly under the 
third influence listed, must receive great- 
er attention. A fair evaluation of the 
educational activities of the Armenian 
Protestants will demonstrate that the Ar- 
menian nation, on the whole, was stim- 
ulated to competition in the founding of 
new and the improving of old schools to 
the extent that some Protestants are 
beginning to state today that the Arme- 
nian Apostolic Schools are getting 
ahead of the Protestant ones. A situa- 
tion which, if valid, gives nothing but joy 
and deep satisfaction to the Armenian 
Protestants. The ninth influence, 
though a literary one, is most important. 
It has to do with the purification of the 
spoken Armenian language of the nine- 
teenth century. K. Orchanian in his 
History of the Armenian Language and 
Linguistics (1913, pp. 114-115) grants 
that the translation of the Scriptures into 
the vernacular Armenian helped purify 
the spoken Armenian language of the 
time. The spoken language, put into 
writing in a book as important as the 
Bible, developed a uniform Armenian 
vernacular and helped _ systematize 
grammatical constructions. In the tenth 
and final place, Evangelicalism provided 
a haven to those who had imbibed 
agnostic views during their intellectual 
training. Many had imbibed, with the 
good, the concepts of “infidelity” of 
France and the agnosticism of Voltaire 
who had “emptied the religious concept 
of nearly all its content and made God 
an unknowable Supreme Being, remote 
originator and guarantor of an orderly 
universe and moral law.” The Armenian 
Evangelical Movement, with its criticism 
of the ceremonial and sacerdotal in the 
Armenian Church, became a haven to a 
number who had become critical of the 
worse aspects of the Church. There- 
fore, as a result of the Evangelical stand, 
instead of turning totally agnostic, or 
forming a reform group of more radical 
nature, a number were able to enter 
more readily into the religious move- 
ment in which “living according to the 
dictates of Jesus” was acceptable to 


them. Without this escape valve, it is 
feared that the Armenian Apostolic 
Church would have found itself face to 
face with a more dangerous and radical 
resistance or it would have lost to agnos- 
ticism a great number of its learned men. 

The ministers and a half dozen widows 
of ministers who were honored served 
in many different areas which include 
Cyprus, Iran, Canada, Kessab, Aleppo, 
Beirut, Egypt and the United States. 
These servants of God worked valiantly 
under difficult conditions and cirmum- 
stances. They served in an immigrant 
and displaced situation, attempting to 
meet language adjustment, work and 
educational problems of their respective 
communities. They served at meager 
wages to say the least. But, despite the 
difficulties they faced in the Middle East, 
after the self-exile from Giligia, enormous 
institutions, churches, schools and col- 
leges were created. Every minister was 
the supervisor of the total work of the 
church school, working with the appoint- 
ed principal and the board of directors 
of the school, in addition to his numer- 
ous duties of preaching, counseling, 
visiting and engaging in protocol de- 
mands. They lifted up the principal truths 
of the reformation: The Bible the conduct 
of life; salvation in Christ; the sainthood 
of the believers. They did all this because 
they believed in the Scriptures, they loved 
their Lord and they sympathized with 
their suffering people. 

As an evangelical, I am mighty proud 
of the lay leadership that has taken the 
torch of gratitude and has lit it brightly 
so that everyone may see. It is indeed a 
glorious thing that the sacrificial labors 
of the servants of God in their service to 
the Armenian people are being recog- 
nized and gratefully acknowledged. 

The Scriptures have been fulfilled, I 
have no doubt. “No,” taught Christ, 
“when you receive an invitation, go sit 
down in the lowest place, so that when 
your host comes he will say, ‘come up 
higher, my friend.’ Then all your fellow 
guests will see the respect in which you 
are held. For everyone who exalts him- 
self will be humbled; and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 
14:10-11, NEB). 

Our pastors have sat in the lowest 
places for a long time; they have hidden 
themselves in humble corners. Now, 
they are being asked: “come up higher, 
friends,” and it feels good. We salute the 
conceivers of the idea and its active 
executors. 


VAHE M. 
MARGANIAN: 
A LEADING 
SCIENTIST 


Vahe Marganian 


Vahe M. Marganian is a Professor of 
Chemistry at the Massachusetts State 
College at Bridgewater, currently on a 
sabbatical leave at Oxford University in 
England. 

Vahe was born in Beirut to the Rever- 
end and Mrs. M. Marganian and received 
his early schooling in the Armenian Evan- 
gelical schools of Syria and Lebanon. 
He continued his education in California 
and received his Ph. D. in Inorganic and 
Physical Chemistry from Clemson Uni- 
versity. In addition to his teaching duties 
at Bridgewater, Professor Marganian 
directed graduate students and was re- 
cipient of the Distinguished Service 
Award from the College. He feels very 
enthused about his current research at 
Oxford on how calcium binds to dif- 
ferent aminoacids in such proteins as 
Calmodulin and to brain protein S- 
100. He feels that many important pro- 
blems in medicine, such as arthritis and 
muscular dystrophy, will be solved by 
applying basic chemical principles and 
the use of sophisticated instruments. He 
has carried out similar research as a 
Visiting Scientist at the Universities of 
Massachusetts and Edinburgh, 
Scotland. Vahe is also very active in the 
Congregational Church in Bridgewater, 
serving as assistant to the Organist and 
Chairman of the Outreach Committee. 

He is married to Linda Jones of Los 
Angeles and they live with their children 
Jeffrey-Dicran, Christine-Adrine and 
Paul-Raffi in West Bridgewater, Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The Board of Directors of the AMAA 
extend congratulations to Vahe and re- 
joice in his successes. 


RENDEL LEVONIAN 
ADDS A NEW DIMENSION TO HIS 
ILLUSTRIOUS CAREER 


Rendel Levonian, M.D. 


With an already. significant back- 
ground as a well-known surgeon with 
Offices in Whittier, California, Dr. Ren- 
del Levonian recently achieved another 
plateau when he helped found and 
launch the newly organized Bank of 
Whittier, Calif. As the Director of this 
new business banking institution, Dr. 
Levonian demonstrates another side to 
his capable qualities which lend them- 
Selves to the world of finance. 

The Bank of Whittier, which opened 
its doors to the public on December 20, 
1982, is unique in that it is committing 
itself to the special banking needs of 
business and professional people, thus 
assuring its customers of qualified, ex- 
Perienced, Business Banking Know- 
How to survive in and even take advan- 
tage of an economic climate that pre- 
sents extraordinary challenges. While 
the emphasis is to serve the particular 
Needs of business and professional 
People, the new bank also offers flexi- 
bility in its services and programs so that 
it can reach out to 4 wider range of 
banking needs. With an impressive any 
qualified list of officers and Board o 
Directors, this new bank is surely des- 
tined for a successful future. 

Dr. Levonian is an America 
versity of Beirut graduate with B. 
(1944) and M.D. (1948) Degrees. He 
became a resident surgeon in Bellevue 
Hospital in New York City from 1950- 
54 after which he served as a Captain in 
the U.S. Army from 1955-57. In private 
practice in General Surgery since 1957, 
he also became president of the Surgical 
Section of the Les Angeles County 


n Uni- 


Medical Assoc., and Chief of Staff of a 
Los Angeles area hospital. 

Despite the very busy life he leads, 
Dr. Levonian has also given of himself 
to charitable services. He was member 
for many years and chairman for two 
years of the California District Commit- 
tee of the AMAA. He has been chair- 
man of the Haigazian College Board of 
Trustees for some ten years as well as 
an interested and active ex officio mem- 
ber of the AMAA Board of Directors. In 
1980, on the occasion of the Silver An- 
Haigazian College, Dr. 
Levonian, along with a small group of 
outstanding personalities that included 
the well-known philanthropist, Mr. Alex 
Manoogian, was awarded the Honorary 
Doctor of Humanities Degree by the 
College in recognition of his distinguished 
services to the educational institution. 
Under his leadership, assisted by mem- 
bers of his Trustees and the Board of 


Directors, Haigazian College celebrated 
sary with a fund-raising 


its 25th anniver 
campaign which raised $500,000 in 


gifts and pledges. 
Dr. Levonian is a member of the 


i tional 

United Armenian Congregatio 
Church of North Hollywood and gives 
strong support to the life of the church. | 
As a great humanitarian and dedi- 


: ian has been 
istian, Dr. Levonian : 
cated Chris ive of the financial 


supporti 
exten n Missionary As- 


needs of the Armenia 
sociation of America and to this end has 
set up the Dr. and Mrs. Rendel Levon- 


ian Haigazian College Scholarship 
Fund, making him one of the twelve 
who will enable one deserving Arme- 
nian student to receive full scholarship 
each year throughout the life of the oes 
lege. He also makes substantial annua 
contributions to the Prof. Lootfi Levon- 
ian Fund the annual income from which 
is used for the training of ministers. 

We proudly extol our brother in 
Christ for his plenary and meaningful 
life — blessed by God for his faithfulness 
to Him and to His creatures — and wish 
him continued success in all his en- 
deavors, but especially in this latest and 
newest dimension in his life. 


niversary of 


5 


SAMUEL 
MARDIAN JR. 
WINS AD CLUB’S 
MAN OF THE 
YEAR AWARD 


Vv" . 
Sam Mardian 


Former Phoenix Mayor Sam Mardian 
was selected 1982 Man of the Year by 
the Phoenix Advertising Club. 

Mardian, a long-time generous sup- 
porter of Haigazian College and the 
AMAA, was cited for his service to the 
community. 

In addition to being chairman and 
chief executive officer of the Mardian 
Construction Company, he served as 
mayor of Phoenix from 1960-64; served 
as president of the YMCA of Phoenix 
and the Valley of the Sun, and the 
Phoenix Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce; was founding president 
and is on the executive committee of 
Arizonians for Cultural Development; is 
a member of the Phoenix 40; serves on 
the administrative board of the First 
United Methodist Church; is on the ad- 
visory board of the Barrow Neurological 
Foundation; serves as vice-chairman of 
the Arizona State University Founda- 
tion; is on the executive committee of 
both the Arizona Academy of Public Af- 
fairs and the Valley Forward Associa- 
tion; and is chairman of the Business 
Action Resource Council. 

Described as “not the type that be- 
comes highly visible and active for a 
short period and then moves on to 
something else,” Mardian has given of 
himself and his resources year after year. 
Said a Selection Committee member, 
“His energies and interests have been 
and continue to be given willingly and 
effectively to activities contributing to 
the betterment of the community.” 

The AMAA Board of Directors ex- 
tend their congratulations to Sam and 
wish him continued achievement and 
excellence in life and service. 


A. BENEFACTRESS EMERGES: ELISE MERDINIAN USES 
AMAA AS CHANNEL OF HER CHARITIES 


The Executive Di- 
rector of the Armen- 
ian Missionary Asso- 
ciation of America 
(AMAA), Dr. G.H. 
Chopourian, reveal- 
ed the generous ex- 
tent of the charitable 
arrangements of Is- 
tanbul-born _ Miss 
Elise Merdinian who, 
working hard and 
creatively since her 
arrival in the United 

States in 1926, amassed substantial wealth through her in- 
dividual efforts. Her exceptional largesse is such that all her 
assets will be used for charitable purposes through three 
Trust Agreements under the supervision of the AMAA. 

The first Agreement, a Charitable Unitrust, assigns the 
Proceeds of three large buildings to the newly-established 
Armenian Evangelical School which has been named as the 
Charlotte and Elise Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School. 
The second Agreement provides two buildings, with the un- 
derstanding that a Christian Center will be created to be 
known as the Charlotte and Elise Merdinian Christian Edu- 
cation Center wherein worship services, Christian work with 
youth, Sunday School and Bible study will be carried on 
under the supervision of personnel of the AMAA which will 
also have its offices on campus. The third Agreement will 
create an Endowment Fund with the AMAA with annual in- 
come expendable for child education, evangelism, Christian 
literature, relief for the genuinely needy and other AMAA 
Christian projects. 

The Board of Directors of the AMAA, which cooperated 
with and worked diligently on her proposals for a couple of 
years, were deeply inspired by Miss Merdinian’s commit- 
ment and thank God for her Christian stewardship. 

Using the occasion of the presence of AMAA Board 
members from the East at meetings of the Trustees of Haig- 
azian College and Board of Directors of the AMAA on April 
9 and 10, the AMAA, with the participation of the Armenian 
Evangelical School Board, held a Recognition Ceremony 
for Miss Merdinian when a capacity audience gathered in 
the Fireside Room of the United Armenian Congregational 
Church early Monday Evening, April 11, to honor Miss Elise 
Merdinian. 

On behalf of the AMAA, President Dr. George Bezirgan- 
ian and Executive Director Reverend Dr. G.H. Chopourian, 
both here from the East Coast, expressed sincere apprecia- 
tion and presented her with a inscribed gold medallion. In 
describing her generosity Dr. Chopourian said, “She has 
given not only of her best, but all of it!” Miss Merdinian’s re- 
sponse reflected her love and concern for others and her joy 
in giving. 

Mr. Luther Eskijian and Mr. George Phillips had given 
many hours to the planning and legal work required to des- 
cribe and record the gift. AMAA Treasurer Mr. Edward Jan- 
jigian, also from the East Coast, presented plaques of recog- 
nition to them in appreciation of their services. 

AMAA West Coast Director Dr. Pepronia Merjanian, also 
Corresponding Secretary of the School Board, introduced 


Miss Elise Merdinian 


all the members of the AMAA. Besides those Participating in 
the ceremony, members included Dr. Puzant Krikorian and 
Reverend Bernard Guekguezian (ex-officio), Moderator 
of the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America, both 
from Fresno; and from Southern California, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Agbabian and ex-officio members Mr. Steve Kradjian, Presi- 
dent of the Armenian Evangelical Youth Federation, Dr. 
Rendel Levonian, Chairman of the Haigazian College 
Board of Trustees, and Dr. Joyce Stein, Representative of 
the Stephen Philibosian Foundation. 

Mrs. Alice Haig, AMAA Vice-President and Chairman of 
the School Board, expressed thanks to Miss Merdinian on 
behalf of the School Board and introduced the Board and 


, Staff of the school —a long, impressive list. Officers besides 


Participants in the evening’s program included Mr. Zaven 
Khanjian, Treasurer, Mr. Vahe Ashkarian, Associate Treas- 
urer, and Mr. Hagop Loussararian, Recording Secretary. 

Master of Ceremonies Mr. Hrant Agbabian, AMAA 
Board member and Vice-Chairman of the School Board, 
quoting from the school handbook, announced, “As the for- 
tunate beneficiary of this heartfelt gift, the school has grate- 
fully adopted the name Charlotte and Elise Merdinian 
Armenian Evangelical School.” He also read the objec- 
tives of the school: 


—a solid educational program beyond the requirements of 
the Code of Education of the State of California, 

— religious instruction and spiritual guidance to help students 
develop a strong Christian character, and 

—curricular enrichment which will enable students to ac- 
quire a thorough knowledge and full appreciation of the 
rich Armenian and American heritage. 

A highlight of the evening was the performance by the 
students of the school. The Administrator/Chaplain, Mr. 
Daniel Albarian, expressed thanks on behalf of the students 
and staff, then presented the students, and the following 
teachers: Mrs. Vergine Mitilian, Mrs. Gilda Nargizian, and 
music instructor Mrs. Anahit Saribekyan. With Armenian 
songs and English recitations honoring Miss Merdinian, the 
students delighted their listeners. Their benefactress was 
especially touched when the children presented her their 
gifts: a box of the new school stationery bearing the new 
name on the letterhead, and a scrapbook prepared for her 
by all the children. 

The tone for the warm, inspiring evening was set by the 
invocation given by the Reverend Vartkes Kassouni, pastor 
of the United Armenian Congregational Church. The bless- 
ings of the benediction were spoken by the Reverend Ed- 
ward Tovmassian, pastor of the Immanuel Armenian Con- 
gregational Church and Honorary Executive Secretary of 
the AMAA. 

Following the ceremony, a buffet supper was served in 
the church social hall, and an Open House was held at the 
school, currently in the Sunday School wing of the UACC. 
Before the closing, Mr. Agbabian extended words of special 
thanks to those responsible for the social hour. He also ex- 
pressed appreciation to Mr. Arpiar Janoyan for his creation 
and donation of an artistic, gold-leafed sign bearing the new 
name of the school in Armenian and English, just placed on 
the office door. 

The awareness of a most generous gift given wholeheart- 
edly and received most graciously colored the whole 
evening and made it truly memorable. 


THE STEINS HAVE AN INSPIRATIONAL 
PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND 


Editor’s Note: We extend our thanks to Mrs. Joyce Stein, eae of ie ee 
ian Foundation, for sharing with us highlights of the inspiring pilgrimag 


her family made recently to the Holy Land. 


From the moment we landed at Ben Gurion airport, we knew we Wight Sens 
Ground ~ for never in recorded history has God ordained a people 
land after a separation of over 2,000 years. A tiger a 
Joseph, ie and Stephanie Stein were puyleses 2 ie Bl ee q. 
Bright and Campus Crusade for Christ friends ona nin ay im Cane BEBE 
Highlights of the sojourn were visits to Mount Carmel, Nazareth, , 


apernaum, the Sea of Galilee and Jerusalem. Himself 
One is pete the same after making a pilgrimage to Jeeay aay ae Heocah 
called it His Holy City; and truly, it expresses tangible evidence 


its Biblical landmarks. a salem, 
Ditting the Week of Passion, we traced the Lord's taumnphel ee a of 
and we could see from that vantage point the dew ees ap aa eekeetenl 
Olives. Those buried claim the promise of Zechariah 1: oT be chaheedambetete 
when the Messiah comes to that Mount and all Palestine pemintied us of the awe- 
where Christ was betrayed in the Garden of Coen r 
to die for sinful m Gireine condones 8 of 
mocked and beaten. Finally, our wal a Ree expressed on that 
rosa to Calvary in overwhelming appreciation a eds Golgotha. 
first Good Friday. We have indeed experi aE the open garden tomb where 
i 6:00 a.m., we W iately, his theme 
D a brie dines ood news to 3,000 people. Vex OEP aa Lord has 
t. Bright pes : ° The passion, death and resurrection l erience 
focused on “Christ lives!. ly spiritual and yet persona! exp : 


: ay Ne 
is insi walled old city. Here resides the quiet 

Oe il Wide ee the clamor outside. Geen 
aime TEES Me d Mardigian Museum and Secretary ce) as 

Cee ie ee ds through the Armenian Cathedr 
is the traditional site of the 
Herod in 44 A.D. In the en- 
mages to this precious site. 
in the manner of tiles, priceless 
tched in its walls. 
worship each day instead of the common bells. 
houses an Armenian sec 


Our steps now take u 


Wooden clappers ca 

The honk of the Holy Sepulcher 
chapel depicting Armenian history : nos 
Bishop Guregh Kapikian, Principa! © ‘a 
headed new digs under that church revealing 
Calvary. 

We a taken to the M 
edifice in which one can see P 
ancient Armenian sehr fo) 
Jerusalem was invented by an iar et 
that people’s inventiveness and creativity Sea 
copperware and manuscripts can be seen ; ee 

A day in the Armenian Quarter of Jerusale 


ere pleased to meet 
as recently spear- 
to be the Rock of 


i tury stone 
| arched 19th Century 
Rath Genocide along with the 


he first printing press in 
ie um as a symbol of 


igi tra 
ardigian Museum, a 
hotographs of the Ar 


e 
f Turkey (now destroy eae Tatee 


ee See “yestments woven with gold, 
ted in this intriguing tour. 
for our modern day pilgrims. 


t 
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You kill the prophets and sto 


ar 
many times have ! wanted to put uy ee 
under her wings, but you would not le ! 


ne the messengers God has sent you! How 


ound all your people, 
Matthew 23:37 — Good News Bible) 


Joyce with oldest monk (89) in Brotherhood 
of St. James Monastery, Mashdotz Parilouys- 


ian. 


Bs t 
Joe, Joyce and Stephanie Stein in front of 
St. James Armenian Cathedral. North gate 
is in shape of Armenian Church Cross. 


just as a hen gathers her chicks 


FIELD DIRECTO 


During the past months, o i 
, our Field 
Director, Mr. Moses B. Janbazian, tis 


a number of churches on the East Coast 
Following a Previously prepared itiner- 
ary he visited our supporting congrega- 
tions and friends in Worcester and 
pa Mass.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Troy 
a: i Salem, N.H.; Chicago, Ill. ; es 
oit, Mich. and Toronto, Cambridge 
FS Montreal, Canada. He reported 

at everywhere people received him 
warmly and responded to his appeals 
generously. Below are some of the 


friend isi 
Bei ae who were visited by the 


(1) The Field Dies i , 
tor wit i 
Anrice r with Mr. Jack Kazanjian (left) and Mr. John Hachigian of Chicago; (2) Mr. and Mrs. Karnig Sapsezian cutting their 25th 


Field Director; (3) (Left to right) Sisters, Mrs. Armen Sentell and Dr. 


rsary Wi 
Ro Ty Wedd 


sere ae cake at a party which was also attended by the 
cousin, Mrs. Gladys Menendian, and the Reverend Barkev Darakjian. 


(1) Mr. and Mrs. Murad Meneshian 


of Chicago, IL; (2) the members of the Council of the Ar- 


4 
? Ww : 
: 
» a a 
: ” 
a Selb ’ 


ae . : ; 
ame Epereoetional Church of Chicago pausing for picture after a cordial and fruitful 
'g with our Field Director at the residence of Church Moderator, Mrs. Mary York. 


AMAA SUPPORTS ARMENIAN DAY SCHOOLS IN NORTH AMERICA 


One major problem faced by Atmenians 


p? Saba pee is the possibility of loss 
ee ‘4 nic identity. The second con- 
ae is r e deterioration of wholesome 
par xd ene moral conduct and 
a me ues. Believing that education 
be eae day schools can instill in 

en the values rooted in Our cen- 


the Ava Armenian Christian heritage 
continues t 
Anne S to encourage the 


1 day schools in North Ameri 
Along this line, the AMAA LaeHtin ts 
ee by way of small allocations to all 
3 ey day schools in the U.S. and 
anada with the hope of increasing 
a oe in the future, 
€ schools that recej i 
assistance from the AMAA ee oe 
Ane year included: 
100s Armenij 
cet enian School of Holly- 
American Armenian Int i 
i lege of La Verne, CA ie 
rmenian Mesrobj 
emt lan School of Pico 
Holy Martyrs Ferrahian A 
School of Encino, CA i iy 


Holy Martyrs Armenian Primary School 
of Encino, CA 

St. Mary’s Armenian School of Glen- 
dale, CA 

St. Peter AGBU Armenian Day School 
of Van Nuys, CA 

Sahag-Mesrob Armenian 
School of Pasadena, CA 

AGBU Armenian Elementary School of 
Watertown, MA 

Alex Manoogian Armenian School of 
Southfield, MI 

Armenian Relief Society Day School of 
Dearborn, MI 

Armenian Day School of NJ, Inc. of 
New Milford, NJ 

Holy Martyrs Armenian Day School of 
Bayside, NY 

Armenian Sisters Academy of Radnor, PA 

Tekeyan Cultural Association, Arshag 
Dikranian Armenian School of Los 
Angeles, CA 

Armen-Quebec of Ville St. Laurent, 
Canada 

Sourp Hagop Armenian Day School of 
Montreal, Canada 

A.R.S. Babayan Kindergarten & Day 
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Christian 


School of Willowdale, Canada 

The principals of almost all the above- 
mentioned schools acknowledged 
AMAA’s gift by special letters, com- 
mending the Board of Directors for their 
interest and involvement in the educa- 
tional work of the Armenian schools. 
Sister Jeanette Arousiag, Principal of 
the Armenian Sisters Academy of Rad- 
nor, Pa., wrote: “It is most gratifying 
and encouraging to know that the Ar- 
menian day schools are included in the 
Armenian Missionary Association’s bud- 
get. In time we look forward to the parti- 
cipation of all Armenian organizations 
so that Armenian day schools in the 
U.S. and Canada may flourish.” 

The AMAA believes our Christian 
ethnic heritage should be preserved and 
transmitted to our young generation. 

In view of the current social and 
moral trends which are often damaging 
to our youth, the propagation of our 
spiritual and cultural values becomes a 
most urgent task, and the Armenian 
day schools are best suited to achieve 
this purpose. 

(Continued on page 9) 


ed 


ee 


a 


Sie 


Lee a I at Te 


AMAA AND HAIGAZIAN BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEET IN CALIFORNIA 


The second weekend of April was a 
very busy period for at least three Boards 
related to Armenian Evangelical life, 
with activities centered in Greater Los 
Angeles. 


AMAA BOARD MEETS IN 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD 

The Board of Directors of the Associ- 
ation held one of its meetings in the 
Fireside Lounge of the United Arme- 
nian Congregational Church in North 
Hollywood, California on Sunday, April 
10, 1983. In addition to the Executive 
Director, Dr. G. H. Chopourian, East 
Coast members included George Bezir- 
ganian, M.D., AMAA President; Mr. 
Edward Janjigian, AMAA Treasurer 
and Mrs. Elida Telfeyan. Aside from 
West Cost Regional Director, Dr. Pep- 
ronia Merjanian, West Coast Board 
members present were: Mrs. Alice 
Haig, AMAA Vice President; Mrs. Eliz- 
abeth Agbabian; Mr. Hrant Agbabian; 
The Reverends Bernard Guekguezian, 
Vartkes Kassouni, Edward Tovmassian; 
Mr. Steve Krajian; Puzant Krikorian, 
M.D.: Rendel Levonian, M.D.; Sarko 
Tilkian, M.D., and six guests. 

The meeting of the Board of Directors 
was deliberately scheduled for April 10 
so that the East Coast members could 
Participate in some important events. 
The first of these was to meet with the 
Haigazian College Board of Trustees 
and Dr. Verne Fletcher who had been 
invited to Los Angeles for cons eee 
of his candidacy for the presidency © 
Haigazian College. After cordial inter- 
views, the Trustees strongly Ke 
mended his appointment to the a 
Board, particularly in view of the ae 
that the Union of the Churches of t : 
Near East had informed the AMAA o 
their readiness to endorse the appoint- 
ment. 

The second event was t 
accorded to benefactress 


he recognition 


Elise Merdin- 


the AMAA designated for the Armenian 
Evangelical Schools of California, Inc. 
to which the School Board reacted ap- 
preciatively by naming the school after 
Elise and Charlotte Merdinian (for story 
see page 6). 

East Coast Board members also met 
with all the area pastors— The Rever- 
ends Tovmassian, Kassouni, Melidon- 
ian, Djambazian, Chaparian — at a lunch- 
eon conference where the West 
Coast Regional Director, Dr. Pepronia 
Merjanian was also present. They visit- 
ed and were most impressed by the 
new attractive AMAA West Coast office 
located at 5300 Santa Monica Blvd. in 
Los Angeles. Additionally, they visited 
the Armenian Evangelical Social Serv- 
ice Center (AESSC) located at 5250 
Santa Monica Bliss and Mer 

tified with the quality ana exte 
cork performed by the AESSC Board 
and Hratch Baliozian, Director, and his 
staff. They also met with Larry Cretan 
who is directing the pew an business 

” project of the Center. 

The East Coast Board members ap- 
preciated the opportunity of the semi- 
informal gathering at Dr. and Mrs. 
Daniel Abdulian’s home which they at- 
tended soon after their arrival in Los 
Angeles on April 7. Here they met with 
keenly interested members and leaders 
of the AMAA on the West Coast, ex- 
changed views and received construc- 
ive i t on issues. 

Tae aoa breakfast meeting was 
also held with leaders of the Immanuel 
Armenian Congregational Church in 
Downey at which time they were given 
an opportunity to see the newly enlarg- 
ed church, all agreeing that the renova- 
tions were most modern, attractive and 

ighly functional. 

Pree a busy six days of fruitful ac- 
complishments, the members returned 
home on April 12. In the words of the 
AMAA President, Dr. Bezirganian, “It 


ian who provided a substantial sum to |, 5 3 learning experience!” 
ber of students next year. For the acade- 


(Continued from page 8) D 
This belief led the AMAA, jointly with 
the Armenian Evangelical Union © 
North America, and the Greater Los 
Angeles area Armenian Evangelical 
Churches to encourage the founding of 
the Armenian Evangelical School of Los 
Angeles. This first evangelical educa- 
tional insitution-in the U.S. has already 


2-83, the AMAA provided 
ot of $20,000 as “seed 
hool and has budgeted 
$30,000 for fiscal 1983-84. As staff and 
student body increase, however, the 
need for more financial support becomes 
vitally essential for its existence. We ap- 
peal to our members and friends, 
therefore, to have a part in this new 


ministry. 


mic y 
an outright grant 
money” for the sc 
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NEW PRESIDENT FOR HAIGAZIAN 
COLLEGE IS APPOINTED 

The AMAA, founder and owner of 
Haigazian College in partnership with 
the Union of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of the Near East (UAEC-NE), 
take pleasure in announcing the ap- 
pointment of Verne H. Fletcher, Ph.D., 
currently the President of the Near East 
School of Theology (NEST) in Beirut, 
as the new President of Haigazian Col- 
lege. He will commence his new duties 
for the academic year 1983-84 in June, 
1983. 

The selection process was thorough 
and orderly, with Dr. Herant Katcha- 
dourian, Vice Provost and Dean of Un- 
dergraduate Studies at Stanford Univer- 
sity, who, acting as Chélrman of the 
Selection Committee, covered all pos- 
sible avenues to find the most qualified 
person. 

The Trustees and the AMAA mem- 
bers on the Trustees, with Dr. Katcha- 
dourian, reviewed Dr. Fletcher's qualifi- 
cations on April 9 and after having a 
series of conferences with him were 
favorably impressed by his candid com- 
ments which were direct, well organized, 
and to the point and recommended his 
appointment. On Sunday, April 10, the 
Chairman of the Haigazian College 
(H.C.), Dr. Rendel Levonian, present- 
ed the Trustee recommendation to the 
AMAA Board of Directors’ meeting held 
at the United Armenian Congregational 
Church in North Hollywood. The cus- 
tomary annual West Coast Board meet- 
ing was held at this particular time in or- 
der to facilitate and expedite the de- 
cision for the appointment of a new pre- 
sident for H.C. 

The conferences with Dr. Fletcher 
were invaluable to those in attendance 
because they learned more about his 
background, personality, achieve- 
ments, capabilities and outlook. The 
dialogue revealed sound, astute and en- 
couraging answers to numerous im- 


We would like to suggest that one of 
the most effective ways of bolstering up 
this new mission is by establishing en- 
dowment funds with the annual income 
assigned for use for Armenian schools 
in the U.S. This can help keep the doors 
of the schools open. In this way, we can 
be assured of the continuance of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical School as well as 
the establishment of more Armenian 
Schools in the nation. 


portant questions which indicated his 
heart is in the issues raised and that it 
will be his particular pleasure to intro- 
duce sound academic programs for the 
growth of the College and develop cor- 
dial relationships with the Armenian 
community which he has come to love 
and respect. 


DR. FLETCHER, A WORTHY 
PRESIDENT 


Dr. Verne H. Fletcher, born on June 
3, 1922 in Massachusetts, has a distin- 
guished record of services and achieve- 
ments. As the son of an itinerant evan- 
gelist, he chose to follow in his father’s 
steps by entering the pastoral ministry. 
His educational background includes 
a Bachelor of Arts degree from Wheaton 
College with a major in History followed 
with a Bachelor of Divinity degree in 
1948 from Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary. He was ordained in the Presby- 
terian Church in the .U.S. He later 
studied at the Faculte Reformee in 
Montpellier, France on a Church His- 
tory Fellowship from Princeton Sem- 
inary and at the Divinity School of the 
University of Chicago where he com- 
pleted his doctoral studies in 1961, ob- 
taining the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
in Ethics and Society. His dissertation 
was on “A Theological Approach to a 
Social Theory of Community.” He en- 
gaged in service to refugees in Germany 
and Austria under the World Council of 
- Churches with fourteen months of study 
at the Sorbonne in Paris on Sociology 
and Social Thought. He served as 
pastor in more than four churches. 
From 1963-1969, he was assigned to 


cL 


Poe 


(1) Dr. J.J. Markarian, G.H. Chopourian, Mrs. Helen Barsumian Grimsley, Dr. 
ian (H.C. Alumnus), Dr. Hrant Katchadourian; (3) Miss Mary Varjian, Miss Mary Diran, Mr. Levon G 


Janjigian; (4) Mr. and Mrs. Louis Kurkjian. 
FRIENDS VISIT OUR 
PARAMUS HEADQUARTERS 


During the past few months, we had 
the pleasure of receiving the following 
friends into our offices in Paramus, New 
Jersey: 

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Moranian of 

Livingston, N.J.; 

Haig Messerlian, Executive Director, 


AGBU; 


the United Theological College of Jog- 
jakarta, Indonesia under the United 
Church Board for World Ministries, 
where he taught Ethics, Sociology and 
Theological English. Since 1969 Dr. 
Fletcher has been Professor of System- 
atic Theology and Social Ethics at the 
NEST in addition to being its president 
since 1978. 

Dr. Fletcher has contributed articles in 
more than 20 publications in magazines 
and journals such as the Christian Cen- 
tury, South East Asia Journal of Theo- 
logy, Scottish Journal of Theology, 
Theology Today, etc. 

Dr. Fletcher has been of great benefit 
to Armenian youth in training for the 
ministry at the NEST. Closely acquaint- 
ed with our Armenian Evangelical Church 
in the Middle East, his appointment 
comes at a most critical and useful time 
when the churches in Lebanon are now 
struggling to get on their feet after the 9- 
year political disturbances in the coun- 
try. Because Dr. Fletcher is a mission- 
ary, affiliated with the United Church 
Board for World Ministries, he is now 
another link to the church reformation 
that occured in Istanbul in 1846. 

At this juncture, when it was difficult 
to find qualified brave persons to under- 
take the leadership of H.C. in view of 
the continued unsafe conditions in 
Beirut, Dr. Fletcher is indeed a god- 
send. Because he faithfully stood by the 
theological institution he served for nine 
years under grave dangers, he has earn- 
ed the admiration, cooperation and 
love of the student body, particularly of 
the Armenian students in pastoral train- 


ing. 


Zaven Messerlian, Principal, First 
Armenian College, Beirut; 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Bedrossian of 
Fresno, CA.; 

Mike Balabanian and Ovse Hakimian of 
Toronto; 

Mr. and Mrs. Vahe Avedikian of Roselle, 
N.J. and son, Paul; 


Dr. Verne Fletcher, newly appointed 


President of Haigazian College; 


Verne Fletcher, Dr. 


The founding partners of Haigazian 
College, the AMAA and UAEC-NE, as 
well as the Board of Trustees and 
Managers of the College, consider it to 
be God’s leading that Dr. Fletcher takes 
the helm at this time. We are confident 
he will guide this prominent educational 
institutions to even greater heights. 


PLANS FOR AN AMAA 
DELEGATION TO LEBANON 
ALTERED 


After a year’s delay in accepting the 
invitation of the UAEC-NE to have an 
AMAA delegation visit Lebanon be- 
cause of instability in the area, the 
AMAA Board approved the visitation to 
take place from May 13-23 with a 4- 
member delegation composed of: 
George Bezirganian, AMAA President; 
Edward Janjigian, AMAA Treasurer; 
Nerses Aynilian, Board member and G. 
H. Chopourian, AMAA Executive 
Director. 

This visitation, planned for the pur- 
pose of observing and evaluating pro- 
jects that the Association supports, had 
to be postponed again due to recent dis- 
turbances in Beirut. The delegation was 
not fearful about their own safety, but 
realized that their work would not be as 
productive under such conditions. Hence, 
it has been decided that the delegation 
would accomplish more by going on or 
about the 20th of October when the 
schools in Lebanon reopen. 

God willing, they prayerfully antici- 
pate to act on the invitation of the 
UAEC-NE next fall. 


Rendel Levonian; (2) Mr. J. Kotchum- 
ulesserian, Mrs. Alice Haig, Mr. Edward 


Larry Amerian Murphy of San Jose, CA.: 
Hrair Mouradian of Beirut; 
Mr. and Mrs. George Movesian of Ber- 
genfield, N.J.; 
Dr. John Khanjian of Salina, Kansas; 
Reverend Greg (Krikor) Keosaian; and 
the members of the Board of The Arme- 
nian National Sanatorium. 
It was a real pleasure to welcome 
these friends to our Headquarters. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
SOCIETY CELEBRATES 
ANNIVERSARY 


Pursuant to past tradition the anniver- 
sary of the Christian Endeavor Society 
was celebrated in the Middle East in 
February. As in previous years, the cel- 
ebrations included youth rallies, exhibi- 
tions of the works of young artists, ath- 
letic competitions, lectures and special 
services of praise. On Sunday, February 
6, C.E. leaders and members led the 
Morning worship service in all the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Churches of Syria 
and Lebanon. The testimonies and 
messages shared on the occasion high- 
lighted, once again, the important role 
the C.E. Societies play in the Christian 
growth of young men and women. The 
anniversary celebrations were also high- 
lighted by a special gala banquet which 
was held on February 20th in Beirut. 
The banquet was attended by a large of 
number of C.E. members and friends as 
well as clergymen and lay leaders from 


The Christian Endeav 
Syria. AMAA had special Chris 


or Society of 
tmas an 


ARAXIE SAPSEZIAN 


KARNIG and tT WEDDING 


CELEBRATE 25T 
ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. and Mrs. Karnig and Araxie Sap- 
sezian of Chicago, Illinois, marked their 
25th Wedding Anniversary by a specia 
party organized by their children on 
Sunday, April 10, 1983. 


The Anniversary gathering was at- 
tended by a large number of family 
members and friends of the Sapsezians 
as well as our Field Director, the Rev. 
Moses B. Janbazian, who was visiting 
Chicago on AMAA business at that time. 


ie 


) Nahadagatz Arm 
i‘ d New Year greetings from the 


2) 


all Armenian Evangelical Churches. 
The Christian Endeavor Society was 
founded in the Middle East in the 1920s. 
Currently, there are close to ten C.E. 
groups that operate under the auspices 
of the Union of the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Churches of the Near East. These 
societies, in addition to conducting an 
efficient Christian ministry among our 
youth in the area, jointly maintain an 
impressive Christian outreach which in- 
cludes Daily Vacation Bible Schools, 
Youth Camps, Christian publications — 
“Chanasser,” “Louys,” “Badanegan Artza- 
kank” and the “Christian Family's Calen- 
dar” — as well as other Christian services. 
The AMAA, which has always had a 
keen interest in the spiritual edification 
of our young generation, has ‘sup 
ported the work of the C.E. Societies 
in the Middle East. This special organi- 
zation, whose motto is “For Christ and 
the Church,” continues to provide a 
marvelous ministry through which 
many young lives are touched and 
brought under the saving power of 


Christ. 


angelical Church of Aleppo, 
se devoted Christians. 


enian Ev 


LEVON FERMANIAN LIBRARY 


NDED 

oe Sunday, June 12, 1983, the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church of Toronto 
established the LEVON FERMANIAN 
LIBRARY during a Memorial and In- 
auguration Service. The Manoog Fer- 
manian family’s donation, made in lots 
memory of their son Levon, who die 

at the age of 23 in 1967 in a car ac- 
cident in Lebanon, made the establish- 


ible. 
ee: books or donations to help 


h library may be sent to the at- 
see Mr. M. dizmejian, 34 Glen- 
forest Rd., Toronto, Ont. M4N 128. 
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HELP DISTRIBUTE 
BIBLES 


Hundreds of new immigrants are 
thirsty for the Word of God... 

You can be an evangelist to them 
from your living room... 


GIVE A SMALL 
PORTION OF YOUR 
FINANCIAL RESOURCE 
TO HELP SPREAD THE 
WORD OF GOD 


In this way you can win souls right 
from your living room. 


The AMAA has purchased hundreds 

of newly revised Bibles in the 

Armenian language in two sizes 

and different colors from the American 
Bible Society of the Near East. We have 
volunteer distributors of Bibles and they 
will help give wings to your desire to be 

an evangelist while athome. > 


Just think of it!!! By merely 
writing a check you can touch 
the lives of many of your 
compatriots. 


| wuSHUdUC 


- 
it 


Put your desire into positive action. 


BE A BIBLE DISTRIBUTOR IN 
ABSENTIA 


Mail this coupon today 
YES). 3 
I want to help spread the Word 
of God by providing Armenian 
Bibles to newly-arrived immi- 
grants through your distributors. 
I understand the inside cover will 
bear the donor's identification. 


Enclosed is my check of $ 
for. Bible(s) as follows: 


Large Size @ $15.00 $___ 
Small Size @ $12.00 $ 
___New Test. @ $6.50 $ 


Name 
Address. 
City 
State/Zip. 
Phone 
Mail your tax deductible check to: 


AMAA, 140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, New Jersey 07652 


Auglntic pud jit 


UPGCSUPU.UL2U,4U.UP UPPrSe 


UApulp, 19 Vupin 19834, <wmjpyni- 
nf UAwgkwy wy Onynywhwi Gyknkg- 
ny UikuwpwGswlwG 8whéGwjunpn 
nmikgui hp nwpkywe wiwénwywa Gu2- 
yipnipp, npm pijwgphG, wy whaGwin- 
puphubttpm ywnghG, Juoup wnua Guta 
UiknupwGswywG CGlenulgnptiwc 
UwpswlwG lunpinpnp Gwjulpa we- 
nuucknkaG’ Snyep. bhwoGpk; Uuyunykua: 
Snppe. UynniyiwG, hn juouppG uko wG- 
npunwpdw. qwy UiknwpwGswhywei LG- 
YEpwlgnyekwG YywpuniGipig wwppGk- 

pm Ywunwyp~G n jowGywqpG Swnw- 
JnypefiGGipniG: 

Uvtnhywhwy qunnyepG, ti vwuGw- 
innwyku qwy Uikmupwiwlwi engu- 
GwiGkpni vk, Snpye. bwGpky Usywni- 
Gwé uppniwé ni jwpgniwsd wqquyhG Unc 
E, nn fn dwtwGwyn, nwywinhipi mn 
Gfrpulwi YupkjpnyeaGirpn, wnwlg 
uuywpyripiwG ti jwpwmkionkG fp 
uywu yn nGk pp wqghG m bytnkghpa: 
Uunpla, mpwjunipiwidp yn Gkpywyw- 
gGtGp Snpy. UywnykwGp juoupn <wy 
UntiwntpwGswlwe Coybpul gniptwuc 
UwupG:wvup. 


Apwku pdh2y, FG, YnGwd pub, cuy 
UntbwwpwiswhwG CGYytEnwygnitwa 
UwuhG, pGdp wnwiwynpniwsd wyu fipGq 
YwpyawGGtpniG uk: U’nqt Juouh, U.- 
tbnwpwGywywGh upmpG vwupG: Uppwn 
Up’ ubpny pwpwiunG: Uppw up’ fipnw- 
Pupp, wy, Ywntyhg: Uppw up’ knhuw- 
uwpny pwyg junfinid: Uppw up, nn ywpw- 
wubiopkG YaGuufipye Yn putt hn gngu- 
ywunhG: Uhpw up, np 2G,bpwywyhG yu- 
wipny UPwgwd & QwyniyehwG: Puyg jenn 
wwuuniefpiin fuouh. . . 

Rwlunnnng on up, 7 SmGhu 1918pG, 
Niwwpph 2wy Uriw. Luwfiumwuywg GYb- 
nhghhG uke, Ahvp npnitbgua Uuiphyuyh 
2wy Uiiun. CGytpwygniptwa: Gupdtu 
GwjuwjuGwiwywGonkG qnynyehwG byw 
wi, npwykugh fuuGkp Us GybnGkG vu- 
quynpds wqunwds 2wy puynpGtpnid 
puquwwyhuh ne whyhunwaqgthyh Ghyew- 
YywG, pGyapuyghG, YppwywG ni fingkinn 
ywphpGkpmid: UGuaywwntG Utpdwuinn 
Usptabyph pwunwpGtpniG vindawlyuy fifi- 
quiwiGkpp dwiwinyn unywiiwnp, wii- 
wwunuywp ni whynyu Quy Jupbwy Ghpnid 
Auwwp bpyhGpkG& gnnwgnyn vwGwiwuyh 
GuwG: YaGuuinn byw Qwy Utkuwpwa- 
swywh CGyipwhgnyeiwG odwlinwyni- 
pap: NppwaG unkjp whwunp whunh pL- 
jwp wyntunp, Gek ,iwuGtin Uriuwpwe- 

swywGh Guywuunp: 


Gnig bwGpk, UuywnybuG 

SwphGkpni wiwyniwhG firm vpwuhG, 
uniunitgui qunw2tuwpfih cwyniyehwi 
YbuGpp, ti Qwy UtbmwpwagwywiG wy, 
wmwuyut wn wwyun, ukdgui, qonugut nti 
fiuuniGgu: Uyuon, uuyeuniGfipGg wwnh- 
Gtpni puGywupndkp ywunwy up nGh wa 

bp GwhG, ti wann qnpdmGknyebwG nwe- 
wp Yp wmwnwdmp EpypwqniGnh ynpu 
swgkpniG, UNGyti pul finu’ utp ub: 

2wuwnow Yknwyny jhabGp Untunw- 
puGyuywG CaykpwgnyehwG up pwGh 
SunwynyeniGGknp.- 

U..-UnewhwG vwngkG Ginu, cuy U- 
thunwpwGswhwGn wikG mwph uadwqnt- 
Uwp ywunywgnilGtp Y’pGk (hp wwnt- 
YwG whinéenG 35 wnynup) npwku’ ynn- 
pwengwy Ghiwyku waywnnn suy 
wowykpunGkpm, nnwtqh winGp yqnp- 
UmhG nunwe ti fiuykgh nuunhwpwni- 
puck: Rwy ghwGwyny, jk wagh up 
wywqua Yp wwywGwuinpnip fn wG- 
nuwGbpmG YnewywG m vawynreuyhG 
Ubpbypnu, UriuwpwGgwywGn utd qni- 
UunGinny YodwGnwyk Guy Ynewywe 
fuunwunipMGGkpn, npnGg jpwiugnyG 
ophGwyGtnkG ukyn yp fwGnhuwtiwy 
2uyywqhwG An kép: Vin fiuynbGhpka 
nninu quiGninn, pwpdapwgnyG Unenyetwa 
fuyywywG wyu vpwy woywfu oGwljun, 4p 
fuGnhuwGwy Guta iuynyetwd uLy Gujwu- 
up’ ven dnyjnunipnn AhippGywpnn wnwp 
dnyjnuninnha: 

U.Gghw, wwph pugmtgur Ufpwghwy 
UwfhwigGkpn wnwehG Quy Utiuwpw- 
GwywG nwpngn finu’ <nipynimh up»: 
UntunwypwGywywd CGytpwuygnyepiGn nz 
UpwyG pp ved pudhGn niGigui nupn- 
ghG fipuGwnpniyeiwG us, wypbt fp2fuu- 
GwywG yumywugniiny Up tpw2juuinntg 
nuypnghG wnwehG wwpniwi wpinéena 
US vwup: UnhuwpwGywywGn ywid- 
GunniphiG mGh wikG gGny pug wushit- 
ym Qwy Urbuwpwiwywd wyu nupnghG 
nnGknp, nnwykugh wyu gngwGh vip vuun- 
nw ukpmGnn »qnymp Awytgh Gt pnhu- 
unGkwywG nuunpupwynretak: 
R.-Rupngh>Gkpm, fingtinp finyprdtpn 
ti YnewywG vawyGbpn wwupwuunt- 
jiwG uks, Uihmwpwhwywin, munh- 
Gin gwpnidwy vbs nin nidigwsd E, nywy 
fnu’ Uhwgtw, UwhwlgGtn ti Yuu 
Utpauinn Uptatrp, nipyt Yniquy utp 
finupiGtpniG ued vwup: 
Q.-Uniwmwupwaswywip wiki = wuwnph, 
Jwudwinp yuunyugniGtpny, y’odwGnw- 
Yk bytntghGupm 2hGniptwG, ny-hGpGiw- 
pun GybrnighGtpne wywfhwwinwhpad, Gn- 
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Ms 
Snpje. bwGpky Uywnyjbwi 

fpufiuunwin kYyEnkghGbipn qonwgliwG 
ki UGS johiny wikinwnwGh>Gknnti fingt- 
inn qnnopa: 

%.-Uhpwgtw, UwfiwigGtpn wnwoyehl 
2wy pGytnpuyhG SwnuynipiwG yYuynnnGn 
fiuunwunitgut finu’ 2njpuninh uE9: 
Uyu YanpnGp, np pp dswnuynyehiGp Yn 
UwunnigwGk Gnpwfiwu pninn fiuy qun- 
jwywGGtpnG wnuig  fumpnipkwd, 
fipuGnikgun ni yp gpwpniGwyk qnndbky Gwy 
Untuwpwiywywia CGYytpwygniyehwGa 
pwowykpniehwup ni Ghiyewywi odwh- 
nuynyehiiny: 

Ujyuon, tnwhwmwghnwywi § ubsd 
wunu up mGhGp UrtbwwnwiywhywGp 
wigkwyifp nm Gk&pywyh pninn ywnywywui 
funpfinipynh whnwdGtpniG, gqnpdwnyhpn 
UwphsGkpniG ti fiumwuwphd winwuiat- 
pid, npnGg wGjunGs w2juwunwGpha, ta 
wGaGnitn swGptpniG eGnpfim, cwy Uit- 
wwupwGwywd fudwyGpp mah Qwy Unrt- 
wnwpwdswywd Cayknpwygnitiwa GuuG 
yunwinn nm wiGdwG Yyuquuyinyni- 
pa up: 

Unn, AiG: E Utiuwpwhy;wywGn te pGy- 
whufi uppw up niGh wh: 

UG fuyn UpG E, uhpny jkgniG ununny Up: 

UG vuyn Up E, qnpnyny jkgnG upp- 
uny Up: 

UG by pwyn UpG E, yupkygnietwup jb- 
gniG upwny Up: 

UG pnyp UpG E, qnyeny jagniG unwind 
Un: 
2wy UrtmwpwGsuywin wyGpwi qo- 
puinn —& nm wqynn, nnpwd wann wGrnwu- 
GkpniG GnippnwG nt Gnippwpapniwnp: 

Uyuon wtnhG E yh2k, wann fipvGw- 
nhnGknniG Yunqujuoup.- 

«Ppwpwghp cwy Urhuwpwiuyud 
wGfwin, ywkwnp £ wGfinwétigmoptG wi- 
nudwannth UniuwpwGgwywahd: Usnn, 
fudwjunupmipGp wyu ubd yuquwtn- 
wmptwG gning, Ugh fit pupkpny, Gut 
mph2Gtp: Nipwluniyetwuup GnmuppnipGp ni 
GnippiGp wGnp qnpdpG, yuu wywGowu- 
guwG 2wy nwypniptwua, vin tytntghGb- 
pnd nm vin Shpng’ Shun Pnfuunuh 
Unipr U.GniGhG: 
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Gnkg Ukpuku Quywhwe 


Udinpywyp Swy UniuwpwGswy we 
Cayknwy gnioiwl fingwiwinpniyehian 
Ywykinn Nkypnyeh Gwjywqkwh HnEGn, 
nunhGknnt pGjwgpha, wniwd E uakjh 
Pui fuqun zngwiwiwpnitpne yum- 
Ywnkjh AniGap Up: Uyu enguaGwiupunik- 
Mp, nin nn quénpG, URgm kpwfunwgh- 
Mnyekwip Yn nek Suyywqkuwa bnjk- 
Gn: UGnn 2ngwiwiwnrnGknk@ One. 
Uinuku Quwywkwik kynn fiwlikwy] 
Ujwmnrppran, ywnkyp E put, hp vEg Yn 
JunwgGk, prynn SuyywqkwighGknna 
qqugnwGknn: And. Nuywhkwhi, Swy- 
YwqtkwGtkG kup’ An niunwp 2upniiw- 
yuws kt Uhwgtwy, Uwhwigakpn ule, 
Gwju NnujenG Boston State College k 
wyw MwughayjenGh The Johns Hopkins 
University — SAIS (School of Advanced 
International/Studiesh vkg, umuwlwyny 
Vughumnnup Yl wywljwi—Masters De- 
Gree qniq wpwnnnudknp: MuwGnnuwywa 
wnwepG nwppGkpnii, wh ogGwmy wa 
Julpwgnh yw2nok ywnwd EF Mnujenap 
ULo = fpwunwnwyninn NUSLUP ka 
The Armenian-Mirror Spectator wwe2- 
noiwpkpknnd: UEnyuyhu, MG. Nu- 
Ywkwh yunps-ubyruywiwintne E Up 
Gnnph uke fnwunwpuy suey wa fuunu- 
unikwa up: wu. 


Utphnpwfiuy yawGpka Gkpu, yuunyu- 
Gow wd kntainye UpG E LppwGuGh vwy- 
Nwpunwp Akjpnyeh ube nutty - 
Gtnk p yap Awumuiniwd 2uyyuqhud 
AnjkGp: Uwykybyny Awdntna pundn fin- 
YwGwuinpnyehian Swy Urbunmipwdwyud 
fudwyGphd, Anjkép, wibip pwd punnnn 
Hun, wGfunhp Yepynd guupwd E pun- 
apnpwy muni: hen Eon pupdnwugnyl 
nutwaig wy Yanpnay’ niuwanynyepiap 
Up wwunpwunk wnnh yawGph puquu- 
huh wwfhwdsGkpnG, wyunrfiudnknd, 
fing, GnyGpwG Yuptanpnyehra YypaGduynih 
fuyywywd ghintkjppaknnt muniglwG ta 
fngtinn wpdkpGipne wwhiywauud: 
2wuyyuqhwG An) bap, wpnuptt, Quwywu- 
wwGkG nnipu, Yn Uawy pppta upuy uy 
Aypmypkudg yannnGn’ Zwywghuuyut 
bn Swiwypnia jwupGpugpaknnu, Fiuyyu- 
YwG Gnju UunntGunwpudny be niuniu- 
GwywG-fhuwqommyut puquuyeht 
Apwunwpwynryepaaknny: Uyu Entanyen 
hGpGha, Yniquy fuunwuunkpnt 
wGdfuntyp wyG Gouupunnyehrain, yok Suy- 
yuqkwG Gnjkép byws b ouy dnyjnunin- 
HhG pninp juurkpnid be fnuwGpakpnili 
ubpny ta qninqnipwih fnqwoniptwl w- 
nupywy fuunmwuntepiG up: 

UwyuyG 2wyyuqhwG bn ben wkinp 9 
nhunk, unuy Zwyywywd-wqquypa dpnt 
Gipu: Qwumwunniwd pun, owmwptny- 
phy wy] Aheppayaay EpyGuyuatunh Gen- 


MnG. VEnuku Quywhwa 
pla, SnpkGp Yn gwpmiGwyt Guta Ynjw- 
YwG pp wagtn wnwpkynyehiin wy dn- 
qnunipynh quawyGkpniG fiudwp np qnn- 
Ywpwg panniiws © 2uy 8tnhG pkynp- 
Gtpp, Utd GrinGkG Ukng: 

Apykuqh yupwutal pninnwdnitn hp 
wjuunuiipp fp uuu pphuunGkwywa 
fuuumph ti cwy “huypnyehwd yuitp- 
dnipiwG, 2wyyuqiwG n/Eép whip E 
quip Guye odwGnwynyehGn fudwuw- 
pwd Quy dnynyninynha: 

2wyunwy hn sGGnwywyn LhpwdGwih 
YknohG nyoGwutiwuy qhGkuy wmwugGuyhG, 
2uyyuquuG bnjken fiuuonwuphu vGw- 
im] hp YnynhG pg wweitg hn nnaknp, 
Ynewywe te h ywhwdgky fimp4ypa vun- 
ruuuppuyud Guwunwywudkpnt fiului: 

2wyyuqhul Qnjhéh gngwGwiwpu 
fin Gapp wyuon, Dkynyeta@ Upr tnnp, Lnu 
U.Getypuk@ LnGinnG te wynip, fingkyua 
wapwyut tp ywunineny Up yuuyniwsd yp 
UGwy uppkyp wu fluunuunietwd te yp 
uwinwpk winn pwuponniyehwa: 2wyyuq- 
twaghGknn’ pniag quidiniwd fimjwufind 
qunnyeGkpnG uko Yn umunupiG Gute 
utininyl wqquypG jet fingtinp yunhp- 
Gtpnid, Up2n tnwpunwghinwdywud hntdg 
fimphugpn wwhkpny, fujyuyud wy 
fwunuunyehud ypwy, on yawliph uke 
ywonnkypnl, pGywyku Gute wikyp pw. pphu- 
unGkwy fiuy wwypkpnt ygnuyuu qqu- 
gniup nnn2utg ppadg fiuynt wywannijun 
finghGtpniG ukg: 


VUUU.UUEP 


Uupywyud pawghl qnpdkpn Yb- 
pwpkpnn pnmewygnyehaatnk qui, 
wukfi on, Ushinwpwhywywih pupaywu- 
GkpkG nt Guywunp yup abba yp unw- 
fiulip wnwuGhwyGkpny Guvwl itn, 
npnGp yp fumumnuba yt vin wafuuunnt- 
jehiGp «ywpwuy yE Stnnguny»:U.. Unnye. 
OU. 58: 

Uyju johny ven wanwudkpmd ni pupt- 
YudGkpnil fitu Un pudGtyghGp 
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Utpstpu unwgmwd GudwyGtnt yung 
Up fuunniwodGkn, npnfip qtintkghy yyu- 
nyehiGGkp Yn GkpyuywgGhG Untunw- 
puGswywd CaykpulygnyetwG qnpdspa ne 
SunwynryptwuG vuupG: 

Spuduua fipwwwpwyninn fingkinn 
wiuwptpe Rwipknh quGdwuywfin, 
TpG. CwALG VuyuptwG yn qnt.- 

«Mpwlu tap np fiuywnwl Gkpywy 
wiGwywuw wywylwiGkpnG  Yngwiip 
Awdpkipp fpwumwpwyty wunuwig nwnu- 
nh: Snyuny Gp, nn Sknp whinh ogGk wt- 
qh, npykugh gupmGwytGp Awdpknhe 
Uhongny Uuinnidny wGjuupnwu fuoupha 
UfuhpupnyehiGp fuugGty You 2500 2wy 
wqgh quewyGkpni: Mruunp gun pwd Yn 
wyupupap uy Uituwpwaywywda CG- 
YupwygnyehwG te pninp wq Gnuwufingh 
wGaipmd, npnGp uhgw puswyinwd ba 
utq hniag wroppakpny nt qnfinnnyefia- 
Gkpny: (Onn Uuunmws opfiGk Untunw- 
pwGywywin me wukG winGp, nnnGp v&p 
&tnpkpp ukp yn pnGkG:» 

ee * 

Undpkypintryk@ (@epmymuy), Shy. 
Unupyn UtyphutpiwG, Urbinwpwiiyw- 
Yu CEYEpwulgnryetuG CnowGuyhG 
SGopkGhG ninnws Gwuwyh up veo Up 

E.- 

Weatn fnu quGnwd dwiwiwlp vagh 
ti EYyknkgin) dnnnynipynhaG fiuiun utd 
opfiGnyeprG trun: UwGuiwin wypuni- 
jouw ywguuuniGpp, nn ’pywn muwnh- 
Gtpt p ubp gkhG@p mGkGwn: Uyn wwy- 
uwunidpp ubs wqnkgnyepa agkg hu ta 
pninp dnynynipynhG ypuy: 

«Uyu Guvwyny, UsGh EopwtpiwGh 
Wy WWPNLWY YnpwengwyhG vip 75 wn- 
jwph Guywunp 4p nnyaGp: bpaG fudwup 
wropnn bap np py Pwph be wuyw- 
quyhG wy, oguuyun wa Up:» 


x ek Ok 


UyjGewptG (LppwdGwa) Unwpky Cip- 
wkpdiwG fikutibw, puntpny bGnwufu- 
inughinnyehG Yn ywyunGk pp quawyha 
puptpwpht.- 

«Quunwpdwi Rwptpwp cwyptGw- 
uhg, 

«Uyu Enyunnn, Gudiwyp gpkyny pd upp- 
nwghG 2GnpiuwywynyepiGGipu Yn yuyuw- 
Giu aiqh: Cwywnwy wGnn np finn tp 
2ujwpiwy vip UyGéwp Shiywpunw- 
pkG m UkGp SwGo »tGp dtqh, yp wwu- 
Gwyghp vip ndniwpnyetiwi ti Y’oaGkp 
Jin quuwyGkpmd: Vin ynpu quawhGt- 
pkG tpynipp, UnoG ni UwujkGp atin og- 
Gnyekwup nwpng knw: HGSp wG- 
Suhow pl quiwyGkpniG puptpwnGtnp, 
Uuuniwsds datqh wibyhny ywpdwupek: 
Gpek on Up wyu Gpyhpn fiwGnhwhp, hi 
uniGu pug E diqh ti nipwlu whup pi- 
jut = Gk «= SwafopwiwGip = ppwnnt: 
Uuunniwsd dtp quiwhyGtpniG tpywun opp 
wwungbiik:» 
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Sympathies extended: — . 
a reas ie ies ; ded: The Board of Directors, the Executive Director, the Field Directors and the staff. all of 
ee Sart pa with the deceased, their families and relatives through the AMAA records. extend their sin- 
hie a sympathies to the immediate kin, relatives and friends of the deceased. whose obituaries. trans- 
"a to the Editor by pastors, friends or relatives, are recorded below. 
et not your heart be troubled,” said our Lord, “ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are 


many mansions . . . I go to prepare a place for i i i : 
my you. . .. I will come again. and receive you unto myself.” (J ‘J: 
This is the hope by which we should all live. . . ot ene 


Sarkis and his surviving wife Mary Paul Mooradian. 


SARKIS MOORADIAN 


A very dear friend of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America, Sarkis 
Mooradian, entered his eternal rest at the 
age of 83 in Lancaster, PA. 

Born in (Koylou) Kharpert on March 5, 
1895 he left his native home on September 
10, 1912 and reached the shores of his be- 
loved adopted country on March 15, 1913, 
finally settling in Lancaster in 1915 where he 
engaged in the Oriental Rug Business for 
over 50 years. He operated businesses as in 
New York, Frederick and Lancaster. He was 
married in Lancaster on August 27, 1952 
and the marriage was an extremly happy 
one with both couples outbidding the other 
in performing loving courtesies for each 
other, with Sarkis coming with tender loving 
gifts everyday of the week. 

Sarkis’s happiness was only marred by the 
tragedies that befell his family. He and his 
surviving brother, Arthur, are the only family 
members that were saved from the Turkish 
atrocities of 1915. His mother, twin sister, 
sister-in-law and her two children were all 
victims of the genocide perpetrated by the 
Turks. Sarkis was affiliated with the Armenian 
Martyrs’ Congregational Church of Haver- 
town and a member of his much loved Ar- 
menian Missionary Association of America 
and the AGBU. 

At every turn, Sarkis had a humor for 
every occasion perhaps used as an uncon- 
scious mechanism to cover up the past tra- 


gedies of his family. As his pastor said during 
the funeral service, “Somehow, | feel that at 
any moment, as we speak about him, he will 
raise his hand and say, ‘Reverend, are you 
sure you're speaking about me.’” That was 
the impact of his personality, — a gregarious, 
lively, happy, loving, humorous but caring 
individual. 


REVEREND MELVIN MOOMJEAN 
Submitted by Mary Moomjean 


The Rev. Melvin Moomiian 


Melvin V. Moomjean passed to his reward 
and the Savior he loved so much on March 
8, 1983 at the age of 77 years. He died of a 
stroke. 

Melvin was born in F 
came to Los Angeles 


find secular work. His family soon followed 
and they founded a church called The 
Community House of God. Melvin preached 
and provided leadership to the young people. 

It was in Los Angeles that Melvin met his 
wife, Mary Kramer, who was a missionary’s 
daughter. They had five children who came 
to bless their home. 

In 1943, Melvin took the Pastorate of 
Community House of God when his father 
retired. His ministry there was greatly blessed 
with many thousands of dollars a year going 
to missions. 

In 1969, Melvin left the Community House 
of God to serve the AMAA for four years. 
He also served as English speaker each Sun- 
day at the Immanuel Armenian Congrega- 
tional Church for five years. 

Bad health finally forced him to retire 
completely from the ministry. 

Melvin Moomjean lived a full and active 
life for his Master whom he loved so dearly. 
One of his favorite songs was: 


“I saw a blood-washed pilgrim 
A sinner saved by grace 
Upon the King’s great highway 
‘With peaceful, shining face 
Temptations sore beset him 
But nothing could affright 
He said, ‘the yoke is easy 
The burden, it is light 
Then palms of victory, 
Crowns of glory, 

Palms of victory I shall wear” 


TAKOUHI KELEDJIAN 
Submitted by Eunice Chamichian 


Takouhi Keledjian was born to Hetoum and 
Arousiag Philian on September 17, 1909 in 
Bitlias, one of the seven hamlets of historic 
Mousa Dagh. Takouhi and her family were 
among the 6,000 inhabitants of Musa Dagh 
who took refuge on a mountain top and val- 
iantly fought for their destiny for forty days. 
Among the valiant fighters was Takouhi’s 
future husband, Hovhannes Keledjian, 
whom she married in 1927. 

A virtuous woman, Takouhi became a 
devoted mother who nurtured her six chil- 
dren in the principles of Christian moral 
values. 

In 1939, Takouhi and her family, along 
with the Armenian population of Mousa 
Dagh, were uprooted and Zahle, Lebanon 
became their home. Later, they settled in 
Ainjar, a land of new challenges and pro- 
mise. 

In 1967, the Keledjians immigrated to the 


United States and made their home in 


Fresno, close to three of their children who 


had preceded them. 

Though she lost her husband in 1970, 
Takouhi was surrounded by her six children 
and nineteen grandchildren. Her courage 
under the most adverse circumstances, re- 
sourcefulness, industrious life and an un- 
quenchable thirst for continuous learning 
were highlights of her personality. 

On January 16, 1983, Takouhi’s earthly 
life was interrupted and she entered her eter- 
nal rest following a brief illness. 

Takouhi Keledjian is survived by two sons: 
George and Henry; four daughters: Mrs. 
Movses (Martha) Kerkezian, Mrs. Iskender 
(Dzoghig) Stambulian, Mrs. Arsen (Sona) 
Alikian and Mrs. Vahe (Maro) Sagherian; 
nineteen grandchildren; three brothers and 
three sisters. 

May God bless her memory “. . .for her 
deeds will follow her.” Rev. 14:13 


MRS. NEVART KESHISHIAN 


Nevart Keshishian was born in Adana to 
Armenag and Diroohy Vartanian. The 
family moved to Egypt first, and from there, 
to Aleppo, Syria. Her mother's puritanic 
concepts and life had greatly influenced her. 
She attended a local Armenian Catholic 
School and showed great talent in singing. 

In 1927, she married Kenan Keshishian 
and, soon afterwards, the couple left for San 
Paulo, Brazil, where they lived for over fifty 
years. They raised three children there, one 
girl, and two boys. They all were active 
members in the Armenian Evangelical 
Church. Nevart was very much involved in 
the church choir and often gave solos. She 
used her talents for the glory of God and in 
the service of her church. In 1978, she had a 
stroke which confined her to bed for the rest 
of her life. In 1980, her daughter, Loucine, 
and son-in-law, Haroutyun Ouzounian, 
managed to bring her, and her husband, 
Kenan, to the United States. They lived to- 
gether in Mundelein, Illinois where Nevart 
enjoyed the loving care of her husband, her 
daughter, son-in-law and his two children. 

She entered her eternal rest on February 
4, 1983 in Mundelein, Illinois. 

May God bless her memory to those who 
knew Nevart and particularly to her dear 
ones. 


MRS. TOORVANDA ARAKELIAN 


Mrs. Toorvanda Arakelian of Peabody, 
Massachusetts, passed away on February 
14, 1983 at the Salem Hospital after a long 
illness. She was 94 years old. 


She was born in Harpout, Armenia In 
1888, the daughter of the late Krikor and Al- 
toon (Bedrosian) Danielian. She was 
married to the late Vartan Arakelian. She 
came to the United States in 1910 with her 
husband and mother and settled in Peabody, 


—— 


Toorvanda Arakelian 


Massachusetts, where her father had settled 
in the late 1890s. Mrs. Arakelian lived in 
Peabody for the last 72 years. 

Toorvanda Arakelian’s whole life was 
dedicated to her family and her church. She 
was a charter member of the Salem-Peabody 
chapter of the AGBU, the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America, and the 
Ararat Armenian Congregational Church of 

New Hampshire. 
ae is as by five children: Peter 
Arakelian of New Canaan, Connecticut; 
Haig Arakelian of Peabody, Massachusetts; 
Jordan Arakelian of San Bernadino, Califor- 
nia; Mary Arakelian and Ethel Arakelian, 
both of Peabody, Massachusetts. She also 
leaves behind six grandchildren and eleven 


great-grandchildren. 
MRS. G. A. (ANN) GOSHGARIAN 


Ann Goshgarian 
Mrs. G.A. (Ann Van Hoof) Goshgarian 


‘od unexpectedly at her home in Grayslake, 
ee romney of Little Chute, Ann was a 
graduate of Mercy Medical School of Nursing, 
Oshkosh, and had worked as a registered 
nurse at St. Elizabeth Hospital. She was pre- 
ceded in death by hea Martin and 

Janssen Van Hoot. 
ae is survived by her husband, Dr. G.A. 
Goshgarian; a daughter, Mrs. Robert (Julie) 
Marso, Milwaukee; three sons: David, Dr. 
Gerard, and John, all of Grayslake, Illinois; 
eight grandchildren; three brothers and two 


sisters. 
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The AMAA Board, of Directors extend 
their heartfelt condolences to the 
families of the deceased through the 
medium of the AMAA NEWS. 


*Mr. Jack Apelian 
Skokie, IL 


*Mr. Berj Kasarjian 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Mrs. G.A. Goshgarian 
Grayslake, IL July 5, 1982 
*Mrs. Ovsanna Masarian Moranian 
New Jersey Dec. 1, 1982 
Mr. Aslan Turoonjian 
Bakersfield, CA Jan. 20, 1983 
Mrs. Sara (Siranoush) Amerkhanian 
Los Angeles, CA Jan. 29, 1983 
*Mrs. Maritza Mikaelian 
Calumet City, IL 
Mrs. Alice Farajian 
San Francisco, CA 
Mrs. Leah Asbed 
University City, MO Feb. 13, 1983 


Mrs. Toorvanda Arakelian 


Feb. 7, 1983 


Feb. 12, 1983 


Peabody, MA Feb. 14, 1983 
Mrs. Flora Ishkanian 
Berlin, WI March 4, 1983 


* The Rev. Melvin Moomjean 


Montebello, CA March 8, 1983 
Mrs. Anna Avedisian 

Fresno, CA March 13, 1983 
Mrs. Eva Manaselian 

Fresno, CA March 21, 1983 
Mrs. Araxy Shamdanjian 

Fresno, CA March 22, 1983 


Mrs. Takouhi Yakoubian 


Palisades, NJ April 9, 1983 
Prof. Aram Vartanian 
Los Angeles, CA April 23, 1983 
*Mr. James Davidian 
Westwood, NJ May 10, 1983 


*Memorials were designated for AMAA. 


ANNOUNCING OUR 


JU “ 


PIC 


ORGANIZED 
by 


THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 


of the 


ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


SUNDAY, JULY 4, 1982 
AT THC 


ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION GROUNDS 


140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, New Jersey 
* Shish Kebab Dinner (serving from 1:00 - 5.00) 
* Prizes as Outright Gifts 


We welcome all from New Jersey, New York, Connecticut and Pennsylvania. 
Donation: $7:50 Adults $4:00 for Children Under 12 


Directions: Proceed West on Route 4 from George Washington Bridge about 8 miles to Forest Avenue. Exit on 
Forest, proceed about 1/2 mile to Headquarters of AMAA and Armenian Presbyterian Church on right. 

Coming from West to East on Route 4, cross Route 17 and proceed to Forest. Exit, take jug handle turn, cross over 
Route 4 to Headquarters as above 


64TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMAA 


Please Note and Circle Your Calendar: The 64th Annual Meeting and related activities of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association will be held on the week-end of Saturday/Sunday, October 15th & 16th, 1983 at the First Ar- 


menian Church, Belmont, Massachusetts. 


Armenian Missionary Association of America Non-Profit Org 

140 Forest Avenue U.S, Postage 

Paramus, NJ 07652 PAID 
Paramus, Nd 


Permit No.55 


